
 

 

 

 

CDRAF 2026 Report to  

 Royal College of Dentists of Canada 

September 2026 

 

The Canadian Dental Regulatory Author it ies Federat ion (CDRAF) is pleased to 

present this update on act ivit ies during the past 12 months .  

 

1. CDRAF Off icers –  2025-2026 

        The fol lowing appointments were made, effect ive October 1 7, 2025. 

 

Dr. Chris Hacker, Chair  

Dr. Dean Zimmer, Vice-Chair  

Mr. Edward Hol lett ,  Treasurer  

 

2. National Dental Specialty Examination (NDSE)  

The Royal Col lege of  Dentists of Canada (RCDC) provides regular 

updates to the CDRAF Board on its progress on the project plan  for NDSE 

(including Dental Anesthesia  in 2026), comprised of  t imel ines and status 

of meetings, communication, f inancials, examination development, 

del ivery and results,  competency prof i le review.  

 

The following CDRAF Board members are members of the NDSE 

Committee:  

•  Dr. Randall Croutze 2026-2027  

•  Ms. Carol ine Daoust 2026-2028  

•  Mr. Daniel Faulkner 2026-2029  

 

Dr. Jack Gerrow attends NDSE Committee meetings as an observer. The 

committee has worked wel l and is providing in depth oversight of the 

NDSE process.  

 

3. National Competency Standards for Dental Special ists  

Knowledge, Skil ls and Abil it ies  (KSAs) for the Beginning Per iodont ist were 

approved by the CDRAF, ACFD and RCDC in 2025.  

 

KSAs for the fol lowing beginning dental specialists were undertaken by 

individual working groups and approved for external consultat ion in 
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October 2025. These KSAs were presented to the CDRAF Board for 

approval at its meeting on August 12, 2026 : 

 

•  Endodont ists  

•  Prosthodont ists  

•  Oral and Maxi l lofacial Radiologists  

•  Oral and Maxi l lofacial Pathologist/Oral Medicine  

 

The KSAs for Beginning Orthodont ists is out for a second circulat ion and it  

is expected that they wi l l be presented to the CDRAF Board for approval 

at the Board meeting in October.  

 

The same process wil l be fol lowed to develop KSAs for the remaining 

dental specialt ies by 2027.  

 

4. Commission on Dental Accreditat ion (CDAC)  

The CDRAF representat ive for the Commission on Dental Accreditat ion of 

Canada is Ms. Carol ine Daoust for 2026-2029. 

 

 CDRAF cont inues to support CDACs new governance structure with 

CDRAF representat ion on CDAC’s Board of Directors as wel l as 

representat ion on its Standards Review and Accreditat ion Review 

Committees. CDRAF is collaborating with CDAC on ensur ing that the 

CDAC budget is transparent and presents an accurate accounting of the 

costs for each CDAC program and on promoting greater transparency, of 

accreditat ion reports.  

 

5. Regulatory Updates  

 

(a)  Brit ish Columbia  

Brit ish Columbia's Health Professions and Occupat ions Act  (HPOA) was 

given Royal Assent on November 24, 2022. While passed at that t ime, the 

legislat ion came into full force on Apri l 1,  2026, replacing the exist ing 

Health Professions Act .  The act was introduced as Bil l  36 -2022 to 

modernize health professional regulat ion.  

 

Fol lowing an organization wide external systems review, and facing an 

increasingly unstainable complaints process, with new pending legislat ion, 

the Brit ish Columbia College of Oral Health Professions (BCCOHP) made 

changes to its complaints process. The new process was developed and 

init iated whereby low risk non-clinical complaint matters, that make up the  
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vast majority of complaints received, could be resolved through consent -

based resolut ions.  

 

(b) Manitoba      

Discussions have started regarding establ ishing a separate regulator in 

Manitoba. No t imel ine has been given.  

 

(c) Nova Scot ia  

Bil l 36 received Royal Assent in the Nova Scot ia legislature and the 

Provincial Dental Board of Nova Scot ia migrate d under the Regulated 

Health Professions Act  (RHPA) and changed its name to the Nova Scot ia 

Regulator of Dent istry and Dental Assist ing (NSRDDA) , effect ive May 1, 

2025. 

 

(d) Saskatchewan 

The Saskatchewan government has gone through second reading of the 

Regulated Health Professions Act  (RHPA). The Council of the Col lege of 

Dental Surgeons of Saskatchewan wil l no longer provide member services.  

 

6.    CDRAF Mult i -Stakeholder Working Group to review Cert if icat ion Processes  

One of the CDRAF strategic plan init iat ives is to “ Collaborate with the 

National Dental Examining Board of Canada and other stakeholders to 

ensure that the cert if icat ion processes for  graduates of accredited and 

non-accredited undergraduate dental programs are fair,  reliable, val id, 

accessible, and t imely” .   

 

The Mult i-Stakeholder Working Group comprised of representat ives from 

ACFD, NDEB and CDRAF met in December 2025 to cont inue its 

discussions and review of current NDEB examination processes and to 

make recommendations for enhancement and modif icat ion where 

necessary.  I t  received an update on the development and implementation 

of the ACFD Bridge Training to Dental Practice in Canada Program.  

 

7. Embrace and Promote Cultural Safety, Reconcil iat ion and Humil ity   

        The CDRAF strategic plan has ‘Embracing and Promoting Cultural Safety, 

Reconcil iat ion and Humil ity ’ as a strategic object ive. I t  includes Land 

Acknowledgements in each meet ing, workshops, discussions and 

presentat ions from Indigenous leaders.  
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 Immersive experiences in Indigenous learning and culture have been 

embedded in CDRAF board meet ings, including the annual in -person 

meeting of board members and systems partners.  

 

During the August 2025 CDRAF Board meeting, the Board was provided 

with a personal and effect ive presentat ion from Katy Carson, Director of 

Cultural Safety and Humil ity at the Br it ish Columbia Col lege of Oral Health 

Professionals (BCCOHP) on incorporating Indigenous ways of knowing 

into pract ice.  

 

At its recent meeting in August, the CDRAF Board part ic ipated in a 

Cultural Safety and Humil ity (CSH) Program, held external ly  in Vancouver.  

 

8. National Recognit ion of Dental Anesthesia  

Al l jur isdict ions reported Board approval for the national recognit ion of 

Dental Anesthesia, pending provincial government approval and by -law 

amendments.  

 

9. Equity, Diversity and Inclusion (EDI)  

The DRAs shared reports on their Ant i-Discrimination and Ant i -Racism and 

EDI init iat ives at the August CDRAF Board meetings in 2025 and 2026. 

 

10. CDRAF Strategic Plan –  2027-2030 

The CDRAF Board wil l start init ia l discussions at its meet ing in August on 

the next strategic plan and arrange a dedicated meet ing to draft  a 

document that wi l l  be circulated to system partners for feedback.   

 


